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INTRODUCTION

The City of Olivette was incorporated in 1930 and has served the St. Louis
region as a wonderful community to call home. At the time of incorporation, a majority
of the existing houses were either traditional farm homes, with a vertical appeal
surrounded by acres of wooded fields, or a collection of dense, urban 50 foot wide lots
with horizontal bungalows.

During the 19406s and continuing through the nati on
post-war years, Olivette experienced rapid growth. Approximately 73% of the existing
housing stock in Olivette was built between 1940 and 1970. Most post-war homes
were built on lots of 10,000 square feet or more. They were unigue and ample in size
given the time period. The homes ranged from 1,200 square feet to about 2,400
sqguare feet. Most can be architecturally classified a
horizontal house with a low-pitched roof.

Historically, Olivette was home to many orchards, greenhouses and nurseries.
This agrarian history and heritage resulted in many of the post-war subdivisions
featuring wooded | ots with substantial shade and tree
approach remains a dominant feature of most Olivette neighborhoods today.

There has been another constant that characterizes Olivette i its location.
Ever since Olivette marked the center of the trail linking the ferry crossing the Missouri
River to St. Charles County and the St. Louis Riverfront, Olivette has been at the very
center of the St. Louis region. Our excellent location, fine schools, and excellent
neighborhoods have sparked renewed interest in Olivette for residential
redevelopment.

The City of Olivette welcomes and embraces this renewed interest in
residential redevelopment. The city, however, wishes to foster this new residential
redevelopment interest while maintaining the character and cohesiveness of its
existing neighborhoods. Todaybébs new homes tend to be
original housing stock, and in order to both encourage redevelopment and maintain a
harmonious balance between the old and the new, the city has prepared this booklet
to encourage creative and good design in an effort to preserve the genuine character
of existing neighborhoods.

The Olivette Planning and Community Design Commission is in charge of
reviewing applications for new single-family homes in Olivette to ensure the
architectural compatibility of new homes is balanced with the surrounding appeal and
character of our neighborhoods. With the spirit of renewed interest in redevelopment
in Olivette, the Olivette Planning and Community Design Commission has prepared
this manual to illustrate the primary design issues that are considered during Site Plan
and Community Design Review. 5
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This manual is intended to encourage new home design that will
result in greater long-term value and enjoyment, by both the home

owner and neighbors.
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IDENTIFYING YOUR
CONTEXT

NEIGHBORHOOD

Redevelopment occurs
within a context. A
context, as used within
this manual, is a series
of interrelated parts that
together create

guality residential
environments.

Good design principles
dictate that when
designing within the
residential environment,
consideration of four
basic parts of the overall
context can make a
significant difference.
The four basic parts of
the residential context
this manual focuses on
are:

(1) neighborhood,
(2) street,

(3) neighbors, and
(4) site conditions.
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IDENTIFYING YOUR CONTEXT:
STEP 11 Understand Your Neighborhood
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Step 1: Understand Your Neighborhood

Each of Olivetteds many neighborhoods i
the major areas are described here.

Northeast

Area 1 is situated to the north of
Olive Boulevard near 1-170. It
consists of pre war bungalows
and post-war ranch single-family
homes of 1,000 to 2,000 square
feet.

Northwest

Area 2 consists mostly of the
Indian Meadows neighborhood
and also extends west to include
several neighborhoods accessed
from Grandview Drive. Most
homes are post-war rambler
homes with carports about 1,200
square feet to 2,200 square feet.

South

Area 3 includes many different
types of neighborhoods on the
south side of Olive Boulevard.
There is great architectural
diversity between neighborhoods.
This area also includes some of
the Cityds ol dest
and some of the newest housing
developments.
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