CITY COUNCIL AGENDA SUBMISSION
March 9, 2021
Agenda Item:
Discussion of Urban Agriculture
Description:
On March 4, 2021, the Planning and Community Design Commission
recommended sending to the Council a new Zoning Section concerning Urban
Agriculture. The Council is asked to review and discuss the draft ordinance.
While this document would normally come before the Council as the First
Reading of a Bill, staff believes it beneficial for the Council to review the
document prior to a first reading. The PCDC worked long and hard on these
new regulations and determined that some items (such as grandfathering
existing examples of urban agriculture) should have a final discussion at the
Council level.
City Attorney Paul Martin worked with Planning and Community Development
Director Carlos Trejo to develop the attached draft. The goal is for the Council
to have a discussion on March 9, a first reading (incorporating any changes) on
March 23 and a public hearing and second reading on April 13.
Recommended Action:
No Action. Proposed to come back for First Reading on March 23, 2021
Attachments:
Draft Ordinance Clean Version
Draft Ordinance Red-line from PCDC meeting of March 4
Chicken Application
Bee Application
Horticulture Application
Submitted by:

Barbara Sondag
City Manager
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Chapter 445

URBAN AGRICULTURE

Section 445.010

Definitions.

Apiary: A place where bees are kept; a collection of beehives.
Bamboo: Any monopodial (running) woody or arborescent grasses from the genera bambusa,
arundinaria and dendrocalamus of the subfamily bambusoideae, from tropical or temperate regions
having hollow stems and thick rhizomes, including, but not limited to, Acidosasa, Arundinaria, Bashania,
Brachhystachyum, Chimonbambusa, Gelidocalamus, Indocalamus, Indosasa, Ochlandra,
Phyllostachys, Pleioblastus, Pseudosasa, Sasa, Sasaella, Semiarundinaria, Shibataea, and
Sinobambusa.
Bamboo Owner: Any person who plants, grows, or maintains Bamboo, or who permits Bamboo to grow
or remain, on property which such person owns or lawfully occupies.
Commission: The Olivette Planning and Community Design Commission.
Horticulture: Garden cultivation and management.
Livestock: Domesticated animals, including bees, raised in an agricultural setting to produce labor and
commodities such as meat, eggs, milk, honey, fur, leather, and wool.
Managed natural landscape:
A planned, intentional, and maintained planting of grasses, whether native or non-native, wildflowers,
and/or forbs in excess of the height limitations under Chapter 220 Nuisances, including those used
as landscapes associated with rain gardens or other bioretention facilities, meadow vegetation, and
ornamental plantings.
Rearing: The process of keeping, feeding, breeding, and medical care of livestock.
Urban Agriculture: The practicing of horticulture, exclusive of bamboo, or the rearing of livestock or
bees within the City.
Section 445.020

Purpose and Intent.

The purpose of this section is to:
(1) Recognize the balance necessary to regulate traditional agricultural activities within a
single family residential urban setting;

(2) Establish defined Community parameters for urban agricultural activities in residential
properties;

(3) Maintain neighborhood identity and ensure that minimum standards are met regarding the

condition, appearance and upkeep of the Olivette community’s private yard areas (i.e.,
hedges, grass lawns, natural green spaces, livestock pens and hives, etc.);

(4) Develop access and resources for residents to be informed of the investment requirements
for urban agriculture;

(5) Provide an orderly exit strategy for concluding urban agriculture activities;
(6) Preserve and protect private and public property from the damaging spread of certain

bamboo grasses, protect indigenous plant materials from the invasive spread of bamboo,
and maintain the general welfare of the City’s residents; and

(7) Provide a framework for permitting and inspecting urban agriculture activities.

Section 445.030

Rearing Livestock.

(1) Only the following livestock may be reared in the city, pursuant to administrative permit:
a. Chickens
•
•
•

Limited to hens only.
No more than ten (10) egg-laying hens more than 18-weeks of age.
Coops and pens to be compliant with the standards provided in Section 400.1592 of this
Code.

b. Bees.
•

Limited to 3 hives.

•

Hives to be located at least 15 feet from any property line, and the entrance to the hives
shall open to the interior of the property.

•

Hives to be compliant with the standards provided in Section 400.1592 of this Code.

(2) The rearing of roosters more than 18 weeks of age and the rearing of chickens for harvesting meat
is prohibited.
Section 445.040

Horticulture.

(1) Managed natural landscapes are subject to the following conditions:
•
•
•
•

Defined perimeter or edge;
Setback 5-feet from an adjacent property line;
May not encroach into an abutting street right-of-way; and
Limited to no more than 25% of the lot yard area, with no more than 10% encompassing
either the front or side yards.

(2) Managed natural landscapes that do not exceed 250 square feet in area and that otherwise

conform with the noted regulations may be approved by the Planning and Community Design
Department without applying for an administrative permit; managed natural landscapes that exceed
250 square feet or that exceed the prescribed limitations require administrative permit approval.

(3) Examples of managed natural landscapes:
Acceptable Managed
Natural Landscape used as
raingarden

Authorized administratively
• Less than 250 sf.
• Outside of right-of-way.

Acceptable Managed Natural
Landscape used as
ornamental planting

Subject to application
• Exceeds 250 sf.
• Contains defined perimeter.

Managed Natural Landscape
that would require Site Plan Review

Subject to Site Plan Review
• Exceeds 10% of Front Yard Area.
• Encroaches into right-of-way.

(4) Managed natural landscapes may not include bamboo, which is prohibited. See Section 445.080
hereof.

Section 445.050

Variations and Pre-Existing Urban Agriculture Activities.

(1) Variations. Upon written request, a property owner may request to exceed the standards under

Section 445.030 and Section 445.040 following the procedures of Site Plan Review under Chapter
400 Zoning Regulations; provided that in no case can the Commission authorize the rearing of
roosters or the planting of bamboo.

a. In exercising this authority, the Commission shall consider:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Circumstances. The circumstances as to why the property owner is seeking to exceed the
parameters of any requirement.
Placement. The placement and location of the urban agriculture activity.
Visual Buffering. Visual buffering or screening of the activity to limit visibility from
neighboring properties, including excess setbacks, screened landscape perimeters, or
installed privacy fencing.
Noise Mitigation. An intuitive strategy to reduce the overall impact of noises generated by
an Urban Agriculture activity on its surroundings.
Lot Size. The size of the lot if exceeding the minimum lot area of the SR Single Family
Residential District.
Lot Characteristics. The topography or natural features of the property, including adjacency
to creeks, parks, highways, etc., and the abutting to nonresidential properties.
Other factors. Any other factors that may be germane to the requested variation.

b. In exercising this authority, the Commission shall grant a variation only to the extent it is
consistent with the aesthetic, health, compatibility, and safety objectives of this Chapter.

c. The Commission may impose conditions on the granting of a variance.
(2) Pre-existing urban agriculture activities.
a. This Chapter’s prohibition of the rearing of roosters, and its limitation on the number of
allowable chickens, shall not apply to such livestock existing as of the date of the adoption of
this Chapter, but such non-conforming livestock shall not be replaced after expiration or
removal.
b. Urban agriculture activities existing at the time of adoption of this Chapter shall be otherwise
subject to the requirements of this Chapter, including permit application.
c.

Permit approval applications for pre-existing urban agriculture activities shall be submitted
within 180 days of the adoption of this Chapter.

d. Property that includes an existing and permitted urban agriculture activity may be continued by
a subsequent and new occupant of the property only on issuance of a permit to the new
occupant. Permit approval applications shall be submitted by the new occupant within 30 days
of occupancy.
e. Pre-existing urban agriculture activities shall be allowed to continue until such time as a final
decision has been made on the permit application.
Section 445.060

Urban Agriculture Permits.

(1) Applications. A person desiring to engage in urban agriculture as provided herein shall apply to the

City of Olivette Department of Planning and Community Development for an urban agriculture
permit.
a. Initial approval of an application shall be valid upon issuance through December 31 of the initial
application year. Thereafter, a permittee shall apply annually to continue the urban agricultural
activity, but such application shall be made not later than January 31 of any continuance year.
b. The Commission shall develop application forms consistent with this Chapter, including at
minimum the following information:
• Applicant’s contact information, including the address at which the urban agricultural
practice is to take place;

• Applicant’s relationship to the property (tenants, lessees, and temporary occupants
shall require written permission of the owner);
• A site plan or other acceptable depiction of the location and dimensions of
improvements and yard boundaries;
• The proposed method for housing livestock; and
• Existing or proposed screening.
c.

The Commission, with the approval of the City Council, may establish from time to time
additional regulations to implement this Chapter, which such regulations shall be included in
the application forms.

(2) Scope and nature of permit. An urban agriculture permit is administrative in nature. It is exclusive

to the permittee, is not transferable, is subject to the regulations established by law, and does not
create any vested right in the permittee’s practice of urban agriculture beyond the context of the
permit and this Chapter.

(3) Inspections. A person applying for or obtaining an urban agricultural permit shall be subject to

reasonable inspection of the property by the city on request to ensure compliance with this Chapter.
The failure to allow such an inspection shall be grounds for permit denial or revocation.
Nonetheless, if a request for inspection is refused, the city may apply for an administrative warrant
to inspect the property as provided in Section 135.110 of this code.

(4) Fees. The fee for permit consideration and issuance shall be established by the City Council from
time to time and shall be payable at the time of application.

Section 445.070

Termination and Revocation of Urban Agricultural Permit.

(1) Termination. An urban agricultural permit shall terminate if the permittee quits the property or for
any reason ceases or abandons the permitted practice.

(2) Revocation.
a. If a complaint is filed regarding a violation of this Chapter, or in the absence of a complaint, on

the Department of Planning and Community Development’s reasonable suspicion of a
violation, an investigation shall be made by the Director of Planning and Community
Development or his or her designee.

b. If the investigation substantiates a violation, the city shall issue a written notice of the violation.

The notice shall be served by personal delivery, by mailing it to the last known address of the
permittee, or by posting the property at a conspicuous location. The notice shall direct the
permittee to abate the violation within a prescribed time, but not less than ten days of the date
of the notice. The permittee shall then be required to correct the violation and notify the Director
by certified mail, requesting a reinspection to verify that such violations have been corrected.
The permittee’s response shall be dated and mailed within the prescribed correction window.
The Director may extend the correction window for good cause.

c. If the permittee fails to correct the violation and notify the Director within prescribed correction
window (or any extension thereof), the Director shall revoke the permit by written notice
delivered to the permittee by certified mail.

d. Permit revocations may be appealed as follows:
•
•
•
•

Appeals must be filed in writing within five days of the date of the revocation notice, stating
the grounds for the appeal;
Appeals shall be determined after an informal hearing by the City Manager or his or her
designee;
At least five days’ written notice of the hearing shall be given to the permittee by personal
delivery, by mail, or by posting; and
The permittee and any other interested party may appear at the hearing and testify and
present evidence concerning the conditions giving rise to the revocation.

(3) On termination or revocation of an urban agricultural permit, the permittee shall (i) remove all

structures used for the rearing of livestock or the managed natural landscape area and (ii) restore
the grounds to reflect the adjacent yard area.

Section 445.080 Bamboo.
(1) Prohibition. Except for pre-existing bamboo, the planting, growing or cultivating of bamboo by any
person is prohibited.
(2) Pre-Existing Bamboo.

a. Within 30 days of the adoption of this Chapter, the owner of pre-existing bamboo shall register
same with the Department of Planning and Community Development.

b. Within 180 days of the adoption of this Chapter, a bamboo owner shall remove all bamboo,

including the root system, so that it shall be no closer than ten feet to any public right-of-way.
The bamboo owner shall also install a barrier acceptable to the city to prevent future
encroachment of remaining bamboo or root systems into the right-of-way.

c. Pre-existing bamboo may be maintained by a bamboo owner, provided that: (1) the bamboo

shall not be located within ten feet of the lot line of any neighboring property, and (2) the owner
shall also install barriers to prevent future encroachment of remaining bamboo or root systems
into the restricted area.

d. Notwithstanding Section 445.080(2)(c), it shall not be a violation of this Chapter if the owner of
the neighboring property consents to the bamboo, but in no circumstance shall pre-existing
bamboo encroach into the lot of a neighboring property owner.

e. A neighboring property owner who does not consent to the location of pre-existing bamboo

shall notify the Department of Planning and Community Development, and the bamboo owner
shall then be required to remove all bamboo, including the root system, so that it shall be no
closer than ten feet to the neighboring lot line. The bamboo owner shall also install a barrier
acceptable to the city to prevent future encroachment of remaining bamboo or root systems
into the restricted area.

(3) Encroachment Notice and Enforcement.
a. If any bamboo encroaches on restricted areas adjacent to any public right of way or adjacent
property as provided herein, the City may issue an encroachment notice for removal of such
bamboo within a prescribed time from the date of the notice, which time may be extended by
the Director for good cause.
b. The notice shall be served by personal delivery, by mailing it to the last known address of the
bamboo owner, or by posting the property at a conspicuous location.
c.

If the bamboo owner fails to remove the encroachment within the allotted time, the City may
pursue one or more of the following remedies:
•

•
•

Subject to the requirements and scope of an administrative warrant issued pursuant to
Section 135.110 of this code, enter the property and remove the encroachment at the
owner's cost, taking reasonable action to eradicate its re-growth, and if such costs are
unpaid more than 30 days after demand for payment has been made by the City on the
bamboo owner, the City may lien the property of the bamboo owner for these costs, plus
interest, fees, and expenses, including attorney fees, for the collection of same;
Issue a municipal court citation to the bamboo owner for violating this Chapter; and/or
Pursue litigation, in equity or at law, to restrain, prevent, or abate the encroachment, with
the expense of such proceedings, including attorney fees, being recoverable from the
bamboo owner. If such costs are unpaid more than 30 days after demand for payment has
been made by the City on the bamboo owner, the City may lien the property of the bamboo
owner for these costs, plus interest, fees, and expenses, including attorney fees, for the
collection of same.

Section 445.090

Violations and Penalty.

(1) It shall be unlawful for a person to engage in urban agriculture without (i) applying for a permit as
required herein or (ii) complying with the regulations authorized by and implemented through this
Chapter.
(2) It shall be unlawful for a person to plant bamboo after the date of the adoption of this Chapter, and
it shall be unlawful for a bamboo owner to fail to manage pre-existing bamboo as required by this
Chapter.

(3) Any person convicted of a violation of this Chapter shall be subject to punishment in accordance
with Section 100.180 of the City Code.

Draft Urban Agriculture - Red-line

City of Olivette
Planning and Community Development Department
1140 Dielman Road
Olivette, MO 63132
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DEPARTMENT MEMORANDUM
DATE:

MARCH 4, 2021

TO:

PLANNING AND COMMUNITY DESIGN COMMISSION

FROM:

CARLOS TREJO, AICP
DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

RE:

URBAN AGRICULTURE

STAFF SUMMARY

LATEST DRAFT FOR COMMISSION CONSIDERATION AS OF 2021 03-04
This draft was initially prepared by the City Attorney on February 18, 2021.
The draft has been modified to address Council concerns from a work session meeting held March 1, 2021.
There are several outstanding items the Council has requested the City Attorney guide staff, and are noted
within, and summarized as follows:
•

Pre-existing conditions

Urban Agriculture will be a standalone Chapter in the Land Use Code, and not part of Chapter 400 Zoning
Regulations.
Key changes incorporated addressing recent Commission concerns:
•

Achieving a consensus on a definition for tall grasses, whether native or non-native:
o
o
o
o
o

Increase the size/area permitted without any permit: from zero, to 150 sf., to now 250 sf.
Revised managed natural landscape to be specific to high grasses, whether native or nonnative. Added graphics.
Plain and simple, prohibit roosters and bamboo. (City Attorney addressing grandfathering)
Ensure Commission is accountable to review standards when considering a variation.
Handouts have been updated.
 Chickens: removed references to reuse of feces/manure
 Bees: Increased setback requirement from 5 ft to 10 ft.
 Managed Natural Landscape: focused on height of grasses and increased area to
250 sf.

4-Attachments:
•
•
•
•

Draft ordinance language
Draft application for rearing chickens
Draft application for rearing bees
Draft application for excessive landscaping
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Chapter 445

URBAN AGRICULTURE

Section 445.010

Definitions.

Apiary: A place where bees are kept; a collection of beehives.
Bamboo: Any monopodial (running) woody or arborescent grasses from the genera bambusa,
arundinaria and dendrocalamus of the subfamily bambusoideae, from tropical or temperate regions
having hollow stems and thick rhizomes, including, but not limited to, Acidosasa, Arundinaria, Bashania,
Brachhystachyum, Chimonbambusa , Gelidocalamus, Indocalamus, Indosasa, Ochlandra,
Phyllostachys, Pleioblastus, Pseudosasa, Sasa, Sasaella, Semiarundinaria, Shibataea, and
Sinobambusa.
Bamboo Owner: Any person who, at the time of adoption of this Chapter or thereafter, plants, grows,
or maintains Bamboo, or who permits Bamboo to grow or remain, on property which such person owns
or lawfully occupies.
Commission: The Olivette Planning and Community Design Commission.
Horticulture: Garden cultivation and management.
Livestock: Domesticated animals, including bees, raised in an agricultural setting to produce labor and
commodities such as meat, eggs, milk, honey, fur, leather, and wool.
Managed natural landscape:
For the purposes of this Chapter, a managed natural landscape is aA planned, intentional, and
maintained planting of grasses, whether native or non-native, wildflowers, and/or forbs in excess of the
height limitations under Chapter 220 Nuisances, including those used as landscapes associated
with rain gardens or other bioretention facilities, meadow vegetation, and ornamental plantings.
Acceptable
Managed
Natural
Landscape used as
raingarden

Acceptable Managed
Natural
Landscape
used as ornamental
planting

Authorized
administratively

Subject to application

•
sf.

Less than 250

•
Outside
right-of-way.

of

•

Exceeds 250 sf.

•
Contains defined
perimeter.

Managed
Landscape

Natural

that would require Site Plan
Review

Subject to Site Plan Review
•
Exceeds 10% of Front
Yard Area.
•
way.

Encroaches into right-of-

Rearing: The process of keeping, feeding, breeding, and medical care of useful animalslivestock.
Urban Agriculture: The practicing of horticulture, exclusive of bamboo, or the rearing of livestock or
bees within the City.
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Section 445.020

Purpose and Intent.

The purpose of this section is to:
(1) Recognize the balance necessary to regulate traditional agricultural activities within a
single family residential urban setting;

(2) Establish defined Community parameters for urban agricultural activities in residential
properties;

(3) Maintain neighborhood identity and ensure that minimum standards are met regarding the

condition, appearance and upkeep of the Olivette community’s private yard areas (i.e.,
hedges, grass lawns, natural green spaces, livestock pens and hives, etc.);

(4) Develop access and resources for residents to be informed of the investment requirements
for urban agriculture;

(5) Provide an orderly exit strategy for concluding urban agriculture activities;
(6) Preserve and protect private and public property from the damaging spread of certain

bamboo grasses, protect indigenous plant materials from the invasive spread of bamboo,
and maintain the general welfare of the City’s residents; and

(7) Provide a framework for permitting and regulating inspecting urban agriculture activities.

City of Olivette
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Section 445.030
Rearing Livestock.
(1) Only tThe following livestock may be reared in the city, pursuant to by administrative permit:

a. Chickens
•
•
•

Limited to hens only.
No more than six ten (106) egg-laying hens more than 18-weeks of age.
Coops and pens to be compliant with the standards provided in Section 400.1592 of this
Code.
•
{Do we want to increase the number to ten (10)?}

b. Bees.
•

Limited to 3 hives.

•

Hives to be located at least 15 feet from any property line, and the entrance to the hives
shall open to the interior of the property.

•

Hives to be compliant with , with sizethe standards as provided in Section 400.1592 of this
Code.

(2) Non-enumerated livestock less than 25 pounds may be reared by administrative permit after being

subject to Site Plan Review as provided in Article XI of this Chapter.
(Council would like to see this removed)

(3) (2)

The rearing of roosters more than 18 weeks of age and the rearing of chickens for
harvesting meat is prohibited.

Section 445.040

Horticulture.

(1) Managed natural landscapes in excess of 250 square feet require an administrative permit, and
are subject to the following conditions:
•
•
•
•

Defined perimeter or edge;
Setback 5-feet from an adjacent property line;
May not encroach into an abutting street right-of-way; and
Limited to no more than 25% of the lot yard area, with no more than 10% encompassing
either the front or side yards.
•

Managed natural landscapes that do not exceed 250 square feet in area and that otherwise
conform with the noted regulations may be approved by the Planning and Community
Design Department without applying for an administrative permit; managed natural
landscapes that exceed 250 square feet or that exceed the prescribed limitations require
administrative permit approval. (Why? Many grasses (whether native or non-native) would
violate the nuisance code if they exceed 7-inches in height. This would allow a means to allow
administratively and not be in conflict with the nuisance code.)

(2) Managed natural landscapes may not include bamboo, or noxious or nuisance weeds.
(3) Examples of managed natural landscapes:

Acceptable Managed
Natural Landscape used as
raingarden
City of Olivette

Acceptable Managed Natural
Landscape used as
ornamental planting
Department Memorandum

Managed Natural Landscape
that would require Site Plan Review
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Authorized administratively
• Less than 250 sf.
• Outside of right-of-way.

Subject to application
• Exceeds 250 sf.
• Contains defined perimeter.

Subject to Site Plan Review
• Exceeds 10% of Front Yard Area.
• Encroaches into right-of-way.

(2) Managed natural landscapes may not include bamboo, which
(3)(4)

City of Olivette

The planting of bamboo is prohibited. See Section 445.080 hereof.
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Section 445.050

Variations and Pre-Existing Urban Agriculture Activities.

(1) Variations. Upon written request, a property owner may request to exceed the standards under

Section 445.030 and Section 445.040 following the procedures of Site Plan Review under Chapter
400 Zoning Regulations; provided that in . The Commission may consider variations to the number
of livestock or managed natural landscape conditions. The Commission may vary the requirements
established or authorized herein when the Commission determines that compliance with any
requirement of this Section will impose unnecessary hardship or practical difficulty upon a particular
property. In no case can the Commission authorize the rearing of roosters or the planting of
bamboo.

a. In exercising this authority, the Commission shall consider:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Circumstances. The circumstances as to why the property owner is seeking to exceed
the parameters of any requirement (i.e. for stormwater management purposes; screening
from an arterial roadway; screening from a nonresidential or multifamily use).
Placement. The placement and location of the urban agriculture activity.
Visual Buffering. Visual buffering or screening of the activity to limit visibility from
neighboring properties, including excess setbacks, screened landscape perimeters, or
installed privacy fencing.
Noise Mitigation. An intuitive strategy to reduce the overall impact of noises generated
by an Urban Agriculture activity on its surroundings.
Lot Size. The size of the lot if exceeding the minimum lot area of the SR Single Family
Residential District.
Lot Characteristics. The topography or natural features of the property, including
adjacency to creeks, parks, highways, etc., and the abutting to nonresidential properties.
Other factors. Any other factors that may be germane to the requested variation.

b. In exercising this authority, the Commission shall grant a variation only to the extent it is ,
consistent with the aesthetic, health, compatibility, and safety objectives of this Chapter.:

b. The Commission may
•

Shall vary requirements only to the extent necessary to alleviate the unnecessary
hardship or practical difficulty; and

•c. May impose conditions on the granting of a variance.
(2) Pre-existing urban agriculture activities.
a. This Chapter’s prohibition of the rearing of roosters, and its limitation on the number of
allowable chickens, shall not apply to such livestock existing as of the date of the adoption of
this Chapter, but such non-conforming livestock shall not be replaced after expiration or
removal.

THIS SUBSECTION WILL BE ADDRESSED BY THE CITY ATTORNEY
a.b. Livestock or horticultureUrban agriculture activities existing at the time of adoption of this
Section Chapter that conform with the noted regulations shall be otherwise subject to permit
application and approvalthe requirements of this Chapter, including permit application.
b. Livestock or horticulture activities existing at the time of adoption of this Section that do
not conform with the noted regulations shall be subject to permit application and approval
after being subject to Site Plan Review as provided in Article XI of this Chapter.
c.

Permit approval applications for pre-existing urban agriculturelivestock or horticulture
activities shall be submitted within 90 180 days of the adoption of this Chapter.

d. Property that includes an existing and permitted urban agriculture activity may be continued by
a subsequent and new occupant of the property only on issuance of a permit to the new
occupant. Permit approval applications shall be submitted by the new occupant within 30 days
of occupancy.
City of Olivette
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c.
d.e. Pre-existing urban agriculture livestock or horticulture activities shall be allowed to continue
until such time as a final decision has been made on the permit application.
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Section 445.060

Urban Agriculture Permits.

(1) Applications. A person desiring to engage in urban agriculture as provided herein shall apply to the

City of Olivette Department of Planning and Community Development for an urban agriculture
permit.
a. Initial approval of aAn application shall be made at the time the applicant first seeks an urban
agricultural permit, which shall be valid upon issuance through December 31 of the initial
application year. Thereafter, a permittee shall apply annually to continue the urban agricultural
practiceactivity, but such application shall not be made not later than January 31 of any
continuance year. Any permit authorizing a continuing urban agricultural practice shall be valid
through December 31.
b. The Commission shall develop application forms consistent with this Chapter, including at
minimum the following information:
• Applicant’s contact information, including the address at which the urban agricultural
practice is to take place;
• Applicant’s relationship to the property (tenants, lessees, and temporary occupants
shall require written permission of the owner);
• A site plan or other acceptable depiction of the location and dimensions of
improvements and yard boundaries;
• The proposed method for housing livestock; and
• Existing or proposed screening.
c.

The Commission, with the approval of the City Council, may establish from time to time
additional regulations to implement this Chapter, which such regulations shall be included in
the application forms.

(2) Scope and nature of permit.
(2) An urban agriculture permit is administrative in nature. It is exclusive to the permittee, is not
transferable, is subject to the regulations established by law, and does not create any vested right
in the permittee’s use of the permitted propertypractice of urban agriculture beyond the context of
the permit and this Chapter.

a. Inspections. A person applying for or obtaining an urban agricultural permit shall be subject to
reasonable
b.(3)
A permitted urban agricultural practice shall be subject to city inspection of the property by the
city on request to ensure at least annually to determine compliance with this Chapter. The failure
to allow such an inspection shall be grounds for permit denial or revocation. Nonetheless, if a
request for inspection is refused, the city may apply for an administrative warrant to inspect the
property as provided in Section 135.110 of this code.

(3)(4)

Fees. The permit fee for permit consideration and issuance shall be $25.00, or such other
fee as may be established by the City Council from time to time and shall be payable at the time of
application.. The initial permit fee shall be payable on application; thereafter, the fee shall be
payable on issuance of the permit after January 1 of each year.

City of Olivette
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Section 445.070

Termination and Revocation of Urban Agricultural Permit.

(1) Termination. An urban agricultural permit shall terminate if the permittee quits the property or for
any reason ceases or abandons the permitted practice.

(2) Revocation.
a. If a complaint is filed regarding a violation of this Chapter, or in the absence of a complaint, on

the Department of Planning and Community Development’s reasonable suspicion of a
violation, an investigation shall be made by the Director of Planning and Community
Development or his or her designee.

b. If the investigation substantiates a violation, the city shall issue a written notice of the violation.

The notice shall be served by personal delivery, by mailing it to the last known address of the
permittee, or by posting the property at a conspicuous location. The notice shall direct the
permittee to abate the violation within a prescribed time, but not less than ten days of the date
of the notice. The permittee shall then be required to correct the violation and notify the Director
by certified mail, requesting a reinspection to verify that such violations have been corrected.
The permittee’s response shall be dated and mailed within 10-daythe prescribed correction
window. The Director may extend the correction window for good cause.

c. If the permittee fails to correct the violation and notify the Director within the ten-dayprescribed

correction window (or any extension thereof), the Director shall revoke the permit by written
notice delivered to the permittee by certified mail.

d. Permit revocations may be appealed as follows:
•
•
•
•

Appeals must be filed in writing within five days of the date of the revocation notice, stating
the grounds for the appeal;
Appeals shall be determined after an informal hearing by the City Manager or his or her
designee;
At least five days’ written notice of the hearing shall be given to the permittee by personal
delivery, by mail, or by posting; and
The permittee and any other interested party may appear at the hearing and testify and
present evidence concerning the conditions giving rise to the revocation.

(3) On termination or revocation of an urban agricultural permit, the permittee shall (i) remove all

structures used for the rearing of livestock or the managed natural landscape area and (ii) restore
the grounds to reflect the adjacent yard area.
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Section 445.080 Bamboo.
(1) Prohibition. Except for pre-existing bamboo, the planting, growing or cultivating of running bamboo
by any person is prohibited.
CITY ATTORNEY IS WORKING ON GRANDFATHERING STANDARDS FOR PRE-EXISTING
BAMBOO
(1)
(2) Pre-Existing Bamboo.

a. Within 30 days of the adoption of this Chapter, the owner of pre-existing bamboo shall register
same with the Department of Planning and Community Development.

b. Within 90 180 days of the adoption of this Chapter, a bamboo owner shall manage, trim, or cut

all runningremove all bamboo, including the root system, so that it shall be no closer than ten
feet from to any public right- of- way or any property line. The bamboo owner shall also
provide install a barrier acceptable to the city barriers to prevent future encroachment of running
remaining bamboo or root systems into the right-of-wayse areas.

c. Pre-existing bamboo may be maintained by a bamboo owner, provided that: (1) the bamboo

shall not be located within ten feet of the lot line of any neighboring property, and (2) the owner
shall also install barriers to prevent future encroachment of remaining bamboo or root systems
into the restricted area.

d. Notwithstanding Section 445.080(2)(c), it shall not be a violation of this Chapter if the owner of
the neighboring property consents to the bamboo, but in no circumstance shall pre-existing
bamboo encroach into the lot of a neighboring property owner.

(2)e.
A neighboring property owner who does not consent to the location of pre-existing bamboo
shall notify the Department of Planning and Community Development, and the bamboo owner
shall then be required to remove all bamboo, including the root system, so that it shall be no
closer than ten feet to the neighboring lot line. The bamboo owner shall also install a barrier
acceptable to the city to prevent future encroachment of remaining bamboo or root systems
into the restricted area.
(3) (3)

Encroachment Notice and Enforcement.

a. If any bamboo encroaches within ten feet ofon restricted areas adjacent to any public right of
way or adjacent property as provided herein, the City may issue an encroachment notice for
removal of such bamboo within 30 daysa prescribed time from the date of the notice, which
time may be extended by the Director for good cause.

a.

b. The notice shall be served by personal delivery, by mailing it to the last known address of the
bamboo owner, or by posting the property at a conspicuous location.
c.

If the bamboo owner fails to remove the encroachment within the allotted 30 daystime, the City
may pursue one or more of the following remedies:
•

•
•

City of Olivette

Subject to the requirements and scope of an administrative warrant issued pursuant to
Section 135.110 of this code, eEnter the property and remove the encroachment at the
owner's cost, taking reasonable action to eradicate its re-growth, and if such costs are
unpaid more than 30 days after demand for payment has been made by the City on the
bamboo owner, the City may lien the property of the bamboo owner for these costs, plus
interest, fees, and expenses, including attorney fees, for the collection of sameas may be
allowed by law;
Issue a municipal court citation to the bamboo owner for violating this Chapter; and/or
Institute suitPursue litigations, in equity or at law, to restrain, prevent, or abate the
encroachment, with the expense of such proceedings, including attorney fees, being
recoverable from the bamboo owner. If such costs are unpaid more than 30 days after
demand for payment has been made by the City on the bamboo owner, the City may lien
the property of the bamboo owner for these costs, plus interest, fees, and expenses,
including attorney fees, for the collection of same in any manner as may now or hereafter
be provided by law.
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Section 445.090 Violations and Penalty.
(1) It shall be unlawful for a person to engage in urban agriculture without (i) applying for a permit as
required herein or (ii) complying with the regulations authorized by and implemented through this
Chapter.
(2) It shall be unlawful for a person to plant bamboo after the date of the adoption of this Chapter, and
it shall be unlawful for a bamboo owner to fail to manage pre-existing bamboo as required by this
Chapter.
(3) Any person convicted of a violation of this Chapter shall be subject to punishment in accordance
with Section 100.180 of the City Code.
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City of Olivette
Planning and Community Development Department
1140 Dielman Road
Olivette, MO 63132
(314) 993-0252 (Office)
www.olivettemo.com

APPLICATION FOR REARING CHICKENS

(PROPOSED INFORMATION HANDOUT AND APPLICATION)
(adopted version date: 2021 03-04)

The City of Olivette permits the keeping of up to six (6) chickens, 18 months or older, at a single-family
residence. Below are the steps to follow if you would like to raise chickens:
a. Request application packet from the Department of Planning and Community Development.
b. Review application packet.
c.

Coop and Pen. Placement of a Coop structure must be in conformance with Section 400.1592
of the City’s Zoning Regulations. Said section permits:
o

one (1) coop, not to exceed an area of sixty (60) square feet and height of eight
(8) feet.

o

one (1) pen not to exceed an area of one-hundred twenty (12) and height of six (6)
feet.

All Coops and Pens must be located behind the principal structure and at least five (5) feet
from the rear property line.
d. Variations. Any request for more than six (6) chickens or to exceed the Coop and/or Pen
standards under Section 400.1592, are subject to the review and approval of the City’s
Planning and Community Design Commission.
e. Submit application along with the $25.00 fee and drawing of rear yard showing proposed
placement of coop/pen.
f.

Your proposed coop/pen placement will be reviewed and if in compliance, approved.

g. Build coop and pen.
h. Schedule inspection for placement review.
i.

Permit issued.

Common courtesy:
•

Your subdivision may have indentures, by-laws, and/or covenants that limit, restrict, or prohibit the
harboring of chickens. These indentures are legally binding, recorded documents recognized by
the State of Missouri and recorded with the St. Louis County Recorder of Deeds Office. Please
review indentures governing your subdivision and discuss with the appropriate trustees.

•

Beyond the impact of necessary work conducted on your property for harboring chickens, the next
impacted property is your neighbor’s. The actions you take, and activities of your chickens may
unintentionally impact your neighbor. Please make sure to reach out to your neighbor, keep them
informed of your activities, and mediate concerns and issues to the best of your abilities.

If you have any questions, please call the Department of Planning and Community Development at 314993-0252.
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APPLICATION FOR REARING CHICKENS
Note: Only allowed in the SR Single Family Residential District
I. Applicant acknowledges that they understand:
The keeping of up to six (6) chickens in total shall be permitted as provided in this section only in the SR
Single Family Residential Zoning District and only if a permit has been issued by the Department of Planning
and Community Development.
a) Limitations:
• No more than six (6) chicken hens, 18 months or older, may be kept on a single lot.
• Roosters more than 18 months are prohibited. Upon discovery of roosters, the rooster(s) shall
be relocated outside the City in a timely manner. If the City is made aware of a rooster on the
premises during the permit time period, the City shall notify the owner that the rooster(s) must
be relocated within a six (6) week period.
• Fighting or aggressive birds may be not kept.
b) Operations:
• All chickens shall be reared in a ventilated, safe and sanitary condition, which has adequate
space for humane treatment and free from predators.
• All feed for the chickens shall be stored in water-tight and vermin-proof containers.
• Any manure or other waste from the chickens shall be collected and properly removed from
the premises or tilled into the soil on the premises promptly and regularly to prevent the
spreading of offensive smells or diseases.
(Council has requested that this bullet point, regarding the use of manure or waste, be removed.)
• According to Section 210.060 of the Olivette Municipal Code, it shall be unlawful for an owner
to allow the accumulation of animal feces or manure in any open area, run, cage or yard
wherein animals are kept and to fail to remove or dispose of feces or manure at least once
every twenty-four (24) hours.
• No chicken shall be permitted to run at large.
o The term “run at large” is defined as any chicken freely roaming in any area not on
the premises to which the permit applies.
• No slaughtering of any chickens shall be allowed except within a fully enclosed premise
completely blocked from public view.
(There was concern expressed by the Council on whether any slaughtering should be allowed.)
• Deceased chickens shall be immediately disposed of in a proper manner.
• No person shall keep chickens in any manner so as to create a nuisance as defined in our
ordinances.
• Eggs may not be sold on the premises.
c) Housing:
• The chickens must be adequately confined within a coop or pen in accordance with Section
400.1592 (B.10) Animal Shelters, including the following:
Number: One (1) per lot.
Area: Not to exceed sixty (60) square feet.
Height: Not to exceed eight (8) feet.
Setback:
(1) Front yard: Located behind the footprint of the principal structure. Screened from
any adjacent street.
(2) Side yard: Located behind the footprint of the principal structure and screened
from view.
(3) Rear yard: Five (5) feet from rear lot line.
Exterior finish: Materials shall be compatible with the character of the residence located on
the lot and in keeping with the general character of the surrounding neighborhood.
City of Olivette
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c) Other Requirements:
•

•
•

•

•

•

Subdivision Indentures. As is the case with many regulations, when applicable,
subdivision indentures may be more restrictive than City ordinances; therefore, it is
recommended that the applicant seek subdivision approval prior to filing this
application.
Rental Property. If the applicant is not the owner of the property on which such activity
is proposed, written authority from the owner must be provided.
Other Code regulations. Nothing in this section shall be deemed to preclude the
enforcement of any violation of any City ordinances committed in connection with the
keeping of chickens, notwithstanding the issuance of such permit.
Inspections. By applying for a permit under this section the property owner authorizes
City officials at all reasonable times and in a reasonable manner to enter upon and
inspect the property with respect to which such permit is applied for to determine
whether the keeping of chickens violates this section or any other applicable
ordinances.
Annual fee. The annual fee for a permit shall be twenty-five dollars ($25.00) to help
defray costs of inspection and enforcement, payable on issuance of the permit and on
January 1st of each year.
Non-transferability of permit: A permit issued hereunder shall be nontransferable. It
is unlawful to keep, harbor, maintain, possess, or otherwise control any chicken on
property that is not identified on the permit.

Upon termination of a permit, the applicant shall remove all associated structures utilized for harboring
chickens and restore the grounds to reflect the adjacent yard area.
CERTIFICATION BY PETITIONER(S)
I (we) hereby certify that I (we) have a legal interest in the hereinabove described property and that all
information given herein is true and a statement of fact.
Signature:
Printed Name:
Address:
Phone No.:
E-mail Address:

CERTIFICATION BY OWNER(S)
I (we) hereby certify that I (we) have a legal interest in the hereinabove described property and that all
information given herein is true and a statement of fact.
Signature:
Printed Name(s):
Address:
Phone No.:
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CHICKEN CARE CONSIDERATIONS
Provided by The Humane Society of the United States
Chickens are energetic, inquisitive, and friendly animals who are a joy to watch, but the decision to keep
them should not be made lightly. Chickens require dedicated, consistent care and there are important
issues to consider before acquiring a backyard flock.
Many municipalities prohibit residents from having backyard chickens. Be sure to contact local authorities
(such as your local animal control or zoning/planning departments) to ensure such animals are legal before
you bring any chickens home.
Cockerel conundrum. Within city limits, many municipalities that permit chickens nevertheless limit the
number of chickens that one household can keep, and roosters are generally not permitted at all, as their
crowing can disturb neighbors. This creates an ethical conundrum, because when chickens are purchased
as young chicks it is not possible to accurately determine their sex.
Chicks purchased through mail order or local farm supply outlets may be sold in groups separated by sex,
but since gender determination is inexact, as the birds grow, families often find they have one or more male
birds when they were expecting to have only females. Many young roosters are being relinquished to
shelters and sanctuaries, organizations already overburdened with unwanted animals. Worse, these
roosters may be simply abandoned or killed.
The adoption option. For these reasons, The HSUS recommends that families consider adopting adult
birds, when the animal's gender is already known. Adult hens can usually be located through your local
humane society or animal control. Chickens end up in traditional shelters more often than people realize,
and adopting from a shelter is a great way to save a life. You might even ask to be put on a waiting list to
be contacted about hens as they come into the shelter.
If your local shelter has no chickens available, look to adopt a "retired" hen from a factory farm who now
lives at a rescue or sanctuary that adopts these birds out. While not as productive as they were in their
prime, many of these chickens still lay multiple eggs per week. Most of these older hens would otherwise
end up being killed on the farm or sent to slaughter. You can find a list of adoption agencies near you by
visiting sanctuaries.org or petfinder.com.
Alternatively, you may want to look at flyers posted in your local farm/feed stores, check your newspaper's
classified ads, or even scan websites like craigslist.org to find chickens who need good homes.
Chicken care essentials. Once hens have been adopted, proper care and housing are vital. In addition
to regular daily attention, feed and clean water, and securing them in their shelter at night, the following
care principles are also essential:
• Chickens are heat- and cold-sensitive. Like dogs and cats, chickens must have shelter to protect
them from temperature extremes. Hens and roosters with large single combs are prone to frostbite
in cooler climates, and all chickens need shade during periods of heat. It is important that the shelter
is both insulated and well-ventilated. Straw bedding will add comfort and warmth to a shelter's floor
space, but it should be replaced regularly with new, clean straw.
• Predator protection is vital. Chickens need absolutely secure shelter at night or they can easily
fall prey to urban wildlife like raccoons and opossums. Dogs may also attack chickens. They must
be completely enclosed in a safe henhouse, with four solid walls and a sturdy roof, every night.
Predators can also dig under fences and walls, so this should be considered when planning the
chickens' home. During the day, chickens should be kept in a fully-fenced enclosure or yard with
proper protection from aerial day-time predators, neighborhood dogs and, in the case of small
bantam hens, free-roaming cats.
• Hens need an appropriate environment. Hens need an enclosed nesting space (a "nestbox") in
which to lay their eggs. They also need an elevated roost on which to perch at night; this is where
they prefer to sleep. Hens enjoy loose substrate such as dirt, sand, or peat for dustbathing, and
they should also have free access to grass and other vegetation to engage in natural pecking,
scratching, and foraging behaviors. Often-used areas may become denuded, and it is important to
provide plenty of space, giving them as much room as possible to express natural behavior outdoors.
Hen houses, coops, and runs must be kept very clean at all times, for the health of the chickens and
the food safety of the eggs.
• Chicken Poop. The University of Missouri Extension reports six commercial laying hens will
generate approximately 11 pounds of manure every week (1.5 gallons). Chickens will poop
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everywhere, your walkways, your porch, your lawn chairs, your lawn – it’ll all end up with chicken
poop on it. That is why it’s important to keep their food and water away from nesting bars or nesting
boxes because (you guessed it!) they’ll poop right in or on them. If their nesting boxes aren’t clean
it can actually deter them from laying. So if you want to up your egg production then be sure to
clean your hens’ nesting boxes regularly. It is important to routinely clean your coop and pen area.
• Chickens will require veterinary care. While it may be tempting to think of a backyard flock as a
source of inexpensive eggs, hens, like cats and dogs, require periodic veterinary care. Chickens
can become ill or get injured, and vet exams and treatment can easily cost over $100 per visit.
These expenses should be carefully considered before the decision is made to keep backyard
chickens. Not all avian veterinarians are experienced with chickens, so be sure to locate a trusted
poultry vet in your area ahead of time.
• Vacation help is a must. Since chickens require daily care, a designated caretaker must be
arranged for vacations and other periods away from the house. Someone must be present to feed
and water the hens and to put them inside their secure shelter every evening.
• Chicken nutrition is important. It is a common misperception that chickens can be fed on corn
kernels or kitchen scraps alone. Chickens need a balanced diet, like one of the commercially
available feeds that have been carefully formulated by nutritionists specifically for adult hens. The
protein requirements of chickens change with the birds' age, so it's important to feed an ageappropriate diet.
o

Laying hens also need access to a supplemental source of course calcium, such as
limestone (available at livestock supply stores) if their feed ration does not already contain
enough. In addition to calcium, hard insoluble granite grit should be fed, free choice, 2 or
3 days per month.

o

Chickens enjoy fresh fruits, grains, and vegetables in addition to their regular feed, but
certain plants can be toxic. Avoid raw green potato peels, dried or undercooked beans,
and avocados. Chickens should receive fresh feed and water daily—discard any feed that
is old, moldy, or stale.

o

The Alabama Cooperative Extension System has published a detailed page on the feeding
requirements of backyard chicken flocks throughout their lives.

• Prevent disease. Chickens can carry and become ill from a variety of infectious diseases. It is
important to keep the hens' environment clean with regular manure removal, and by washing the
feed and water containers. You should also avoid mixing birds from different flocks. (Temporarily
quarantine any new birds for two weeks and watch them closely for signs of illness or parasites
before introducing them into an already established group.) Don't share equipment with neighbors
(each chicken house should have dedicated tools, wheelbarrows, buckets, etc.), because
pathogenic organisms can travel on these items. Diseases can spread to chickens from pet birds
and wild birds, so limit contact where possible.
• Give your birds plenty of attention. If you spend time watching and interacting with your chickens,
you will find that each one has a unique personality, and they are friendly and curious when treated
kindly. They display interesting behavior patterns such as dustbathing and foraging, and their
complex social interactions are entertaining to observe. Enjoy their antics, and remember that your
hens are completely dependent on you for responsible, committed care for their entire lives.
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City of Olivette
Planning and Community Development Department
1140 Dielman Road
Olivette, MO 63132
(314) 993-0252 (Office)
www.olivettemo.com

APPLICATION FOR REARING BEES

(PROPOSED INFORMATION HANDOUT AND APPLICATION)
(adopted version date: 2021 03-04)

The City of Olivette permits beekeeping on a single-family residence. Below are the steps to follow if you
would like to bee-keep:
a. Request application packet from the Department of Planning and Community Development.
b. Review application packet.
c.

Hives. Placement of hive structures must be in conformance with Section 400.1592 of the
City’s Zoning Regulations. Said section permits:
Number: Three (3) hives per lot.
Area: Each not to exceed twenty (20) cubic feet.
Height: Not to exceed five (5) feet.
Setback:
(1) Front yard: Located behind the footprint of the principal structure.
Screened from any adjacent street.
(2) Side yard: Located behind the footprint of the principal structure and
screened from view.
(3) Rear yard: Five (5) Ten (10) feet from rear lot line.
Exterior finish: Materials shall be compatible with the character of the residence
located on the lot and in keeping with the general character of the surrounding
neighborhood.

d. Variations. Any request for more than three (3) hives or to exceed the hive standards under
Section 400.1592, are subject to the review and approval of the City’s Planning and Community
Design Commission.
e. Submit application along with the $25.00 fee and drawing of rear yard showing proposed
placement of beehive body frames.
f.

Your proposed placement will be reviewed and if in compliance, approved.

g. Locate and build your frames.
h. Schedule inspection for placement review.
i.

Permit issued.

Common courtesy:
•

Your subdivision may have indentures, by-laws, and/or covenants that limit, restrict, or prohibit the
harboring of bees. These indentures are legally binding, recorded documents recognized by the
State of Missouri and recorded with the St. Louis County Recorder of Deeds Office. Please review
indentures governing your subdivision and discuss with the appropriate trustees.

•

Beyond the impact of necessary work conducted on your property for harboring bees, the next
impacted property is your neighbor’s. The actions you take, and activities of your bees may
unintentionally impact your neighbor. Please make sure to reach out to your neighbor, keep them
informed of your activities, and mediate concerns and issues to the best of your abilities.

If you have any questions, please call the Department of Planning and Community Development at 314993-0252.
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APPLICATION FOR BEEKEEPING
Note: Only allowed in the SR Single Family Residential District
I. Applicant acknowledges that they understand:
The keeping of up to 3-bee hive body frames, each not exceeding 20-cubic feet, shall be permitted as
provided in this section only in the SR Single Family Residential Zoning District and only if a permit has
been issued by the Department of Planning and Community Development.
a) Limitations:
• No more than 3-bee hive body frames may be kept on a single lot.
b) Operations.
• A defined water source shall be provided within ten (10) feet of the frames.
b) Housing:
• The bee hive body frames may not exceed an enclosed are of 20-cubic feet.
• The bee hive body frames may not exceed a height of five (5) feet.
• The frame shall be maintained in a ventilated, safe and sanitary condition, which has
adequate space for humane treatment and free from predators.
Number: Three (3) hives per lot.
Area: Each not to exceed twenty (20) cubic feet.
Height: Not to exceed five (5) feet.
Setback:
(1) Front yard: Located behind the footprint of the principal structure.
Screened from any adjacent street.
(2) Side yard: Located behind the footprint of the principal structure and
screened from view.
(3) Rear yard: Five (5) Ten (10) feet from rear lot line.
Exterior finish: Materials shall be compatible with the character of the residence
located on the lot and in keeping with the general character of the surrounding
neighborhood.
c) Other Requirements:
• Subdivision Indentures. As is the case with many regulations, when applicable, subdivision
indentures may be more restrictive than City ordinances; therefore, it is recommended that
the applicant seek subdivision approval prior to filing this application.
• Rental Property. If the applicant is not the owner of the property on which such activity is
proposed, written authority from the owner must be provided.
• Other Code regulations. Nothing in this section shall be deemed to preclude the
enforcement of any violation of any City ordinances committed in connection with the
keeping of bees, notwithstanding the issuance of such permit.
• Inspections. By applying for a permit under this section the property owner authorizes City
officials at all reasonable times and in a reasonable manner to enter upon and inspect the
property with respect to which such permit is applied for to determine whether the keeping
of chickens violates this section or any other applicable ordinances.
• Annual fee. The annual fee for a permit shall be twenty-five dollars ($25.00) to help defray
costs of inspection and enforcement, payable on issuance of the permit and on January 1st
of each year.
• Non-transferability of permit: A permit issued hereunder shall be nontransferable. It is
unlawful to keep, harbor, maintain, possess, or otherwise control any bees on property that
is not identified on the permit.
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Upon termination of a permit, the applicant shall remove all associated structures utilized for harboring bees
and restore the grounds to reflect the adjacent yard area.
CERTIFICATION BY PETITIONER(S)
I (we) hereby certify that I (we) have a legal interest in the hereinabove described property and that all
information given herein is true and a statement of fact.
Signature:
Printed Name:
Address:
Phone No.:
E-mail Address:

CERTIFICATION BY OWNER(S)
I (we) hereby certify that I (we) have a legal interest in the hereinabove described property and that all
information given herein is true and a statement of fact.
Signature:
Printed Name(s):
Address:
Phone No.:
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BEEKEEPING TIPS FOR BEGINNERS
Moneen M. Jones
Research Entomologist, Division of Plant Sciences
College of Agriculture, Food and Natural Resources
For a beginning beekeeper, between two and five hives is ideal. Olivette limits the number to three hives,
not to exceed 20-cubic feet each. This size apiary is small enough for a beginner to manage but still
provides enough bees to allow for winter losses. Once a hive has become established, it can produce 50
to 100 pounds of surplus honey each year.
Take a beginning beekeeping class before you invest in bees and equipment. Between varroa mites and
colony collapse disorder, knowledge of beekeeping management practices is essential. Check with your
local MU Extension center about upcoming classes.
Join local and state beekeeping associations for additional information and guidance. Attend any seminars
or meetings that are offered to expand your education and to meet other beekeepers, who can provide
valuable help. For additional information, check with your local MU Extension for some of the many good
reference books on apiculture.
When you are ready to buy supplies, you will have many beekeeping supply companies to choose from; a
few are listed with your local MU Extension. You can buy prebuilt hive kits that include all necessary hive
components, or you can build your hive boxes from scratch. You can also order all the parts ready to be
assembled, in which case all else you will need are a hammer, some nails and any color of exterior latexbased paint.
Order your bees early for the next year. Suppliers of bees commonly take orders for nucleus colonies,
called nucs for short, or package bees in November and December, for delivery in April or May. If you wait
too long to order, you will pay a premium or they may not have any bees to sell you. Several months before
your colonies arrive, buy your hive components and other equipment. Have the hives assembled and
placed on your selected site 30 days before your bees are scheduled to arrive.
Apiary location. Place the apiary near an abundant source of nectar and pollen. A good supply of water
is essential. The apiary should face east or south with a northern windbreak. Deciduous trees that partially
shade the colony in summer afternoons and allow the sun to penetrate in winter are desirable.
Water source. Like all animals, honey bees need a dependable source of water year round. The best
water sources for bees are ones that won’t go dry in the summer, won’t drown the bees, and won’t be
shared with livestock or pets.
Biologists believe that bees probably find most of their water by scent rather than sight, so a water source
with a smell will be more attractive. While that may be good for the bees, it may be frowned upon by your
neighbor.
Honey bees can travel long distances to find the resources they need. Bees are creatures of habit and
once they find a reliable source they will return again and again. Since getting your bees to change their
source is nearly impossible, it is best to establish a source for them before they find one by themselves.
Placement. Hives should be level from side to side but should be tilted slightly forward to prevent water
from accumulating inside. Ventilate the hive through the top by propping open the telescoping lid with a
stick to reduce humidity inside the hive. Moist conditions inside promote diseases.
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City of Olivette
Planning and Community Development Department
1140 Dielman Road
Olivette, MO 63132
(314) 993-0252 (Office)
www.olivettemo.com

APPLICATION FOR MANAGED NATURAL
LANDSCAPES

(PROPOSED INFORMATION HANDOUT AND APPLICATION)
(adopted version date: 2021 03-04)

The City of Olivette permits managed natural landscapes in the SR Single Family Residential District.
Managed natural landscapes:
A managed natural landscape is a planned, intentional, and maintained planting of grasses, whether
native or non-native, wildflowers, and forbs in excess of the height limitations under Chapter 220
Nuisances, including those used as landscapes associated with rain gardens or other bioretention
facilities, meadow vegetation, and ornamental plantings.
Acceptable Managed
Natural Landscape used as
raingarden

Authorized administratively
• Less than 250 sf.
• Outside of right-of-way.

Acceptable Managed Natural
Landscape used as
ornamental planting

Subject to application
• Exceeds 250 sf.
• Contains defined perimeter.

Managed Natural Landscape
that would require Site Plan Review

Subject to Site Plan Review
• Exceeds 10% of Front Yard Area.
• Encroaches into right-of-way.

Below are the steps to follow if you would like to pursue a managed natural landscape in excess of two
hundred fifty (250) square feet on your lot that exceeds the community adopted standards:
a. Request application packet from the Department of Planning and Community Development.
b. Review application packet.
c.

Size and placement. The size and placement of a managed natural landscape must be in
conformance with Section 445.040 of the City’s Land Use Code. Said section permits:
Managed natural landscapes in excess of 250 square feet require an administrative permit,
and are subject to the following conditions:
•
•
•
•

Defined perimeter or edge;
Setback 5-feet from an adjacent property line;
May not encroach into an abutting street right-of-way; and
Limited to no more than 25% of the lot yard area, with no more than 10% encompassing
either the front or side yards.

d. Managed natural landscapes may not include the use of bamboo, noxious, or nuisance weeds.
e. Variations. Any request exceeding the standards under Section 445.040, are subject to the
review and approval of the City’s Planning and Community Design Commission.
f.
City of Olivette

Submit application along with the $25.00 fee and drawings illustrating the design of your
managed natural landscape area including key identifying the various planting species.
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g. Your proposed managed natural landscape will be reviewed and if in compliance, approved.
h. Begin planting.
i.

Schedule inspection for placement review.

j.

Permit issued.

Common courtesy:
•

Your subdivision may have indentures, by-laws, and/or covenants that limit, restrict, or prohibit
managed natural landscapes. These indentures are legally binding, recorded documents
recognized by the State of Missouri and recorded with the St. Louis County Recorder of Deeds
Office. Please review indentures governing your subdivision and discuss with the appropriate
trustees.

•

Beyond the impact of necessary work conducted on your property for managed natural landscapes,
the next impacted property is your neighbor’s. The actions you take, and activities of your managed
natural landscapes may unintentionally impact your neighbor. Please make sure to reach out to
your neighbor, keep them informed of your activities, and mediate concerns and issues to the best
of your abilities.

If you have any questions, please call the Department of Planning and Community Development at 314993-0252.

City of Olivette
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APPLICATION FOR MANAGED NATURAL LANDSCAPES
Note: Only allowed in the SR Single Family Residential District
I. Applicant acknowledges that they understand:
Managed natural landscapes:
A managed natural landscape is a planned, intentional, and maintained planting of grasses, whether
native or non-native, wildflowers, and forbs in excess of the height limitations under Chapter 220
Nuisances, including those used as landscapes associated with rain gardens or other bioretention
facilities, meadow vegetation, and ornamental plantings.
Acceptable Managed
Natural Landscape used as
raingarden

Authorized administratively
• Less than 250 sf.
• Outside of right-of-way.

Acceptable Managed Natural
Landscape used as
ornamental planting

Subject to application
• Exceeds 250 sf.
• Contains defined perimeter.

Managed Natural Landscape
that would require Site Plan Review

Subject to Site Plan Review
• Exceeds 10% of Front Yard Area.
• Encroaches into right-of-way.

a) Limitations:
Managed natural landscapes in excess of 250 square feet require an administrative permit,
and are subject to the following conditions:
•
•
•
•

Defined perimeter or edge;
Setback 5-feet from an adjacent property line;
May not encroach into an abutting street right-of-way; and
Limited to no more than 25% of the lot yard area, with no more than 10% encompassing
either the front or side yards.

• Bamboo, noxious weed and nuisance weeds are prohibited.
b) Operation Regulations:
• Plan. Sit down and really think about the areas in your yard. Not all areas may be suitable.
• Test the soil to determine the pH, organic matter content, and overall soil type. Take a
realistic look at sun exposure and drainage, making note of spots that are different from the
main sections.
• Determine if warm-season or cool-season natives are better suited for your climate and
location and choose one that will thrive in your area.
• Prepare your soil. Remove existing vegetation. Seed is the best option for large scale
areas, but you can also purchase plugs, or even rolled sod in some areas.
• Apply slow, light irrigation to keep soil moisture consistent and moderate. Cover seed with
a light layer of straw to keep them in place and provide protection from the sun. The first
year mow at a higher height to reduce stress on the grass(es) while controlling annual
weeds. In the second year let native grasses grow until seed heads form to increase plant
density.
• Grasses can be planted in the spring or the fall. The advantage of spring planting is to give
the plants adequate time to develop a good root system before winter. Fall planting is often
City of Olivette
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not as reliable without some additional precautions, particularly in years with early or severe
winters.
c) Maintenance Regulations:
• Plants should be well watered the first season after planting so they can develop a good
root system. Established plants do not need regular watering, but may need supplemental
watering during drought periods. The amount of water will depend on the grass species,
the site, and on the quality, size and growth rate desired.
• Cultivate around grass plants to control weeds. Application of mulch will greatly reduce the
need for cultivation as well as watering. It also tends to keep grasses in check that have a
tendency to be heavy reseeding types.
• Grasses do not need to be cut down before winter. In fact, they are attractive when left
standing and the foliage helps to insulate the crown of the plant. Cut back the foliage to
about 4-6 inches in the spring before growth resumes. When foliage is removed, spring
growth will begin earlier. Old foliage left on the plant can delay the crown’s warming and
subsequent growth by as much as 3 weeks.
d) Other Regulations:
• Subdivision Indentures. As is the case with many regulations, when applicable,
subdivision indentures may be more restrictive than City ordinances; therefore, it is
recommended that the applicant seek subdivision approval prior to filing this
application.
•
•

•

City of Olivette

Rental Property. If the applicant is not the owner of the property on which such activity
is proposed, written authority from the owner must be provided.
Other Code regulations. Nothing in this section shall be deemed to preclude the
enforcement of any violation of any City ordinances committed in connection with the
keeping of chickens, notwithstanding the issuance of such permit.
Inspections. By applying for a permit under this section the property owner authorizes
City officials at all reasonable times and in a reasonable manner to enter upon and
inspect the property with respect to which such permit is applied for to determine
whether the managed natural landscape violates this section or any other applicable
ordinances.

•

Annual fee. The annual fee for a permit shall be twenty-five dollars ($25.00) to help
defray costs of inspection and enforcement, payable on issuance of the permit and on
January 1st of each year.

•

Nontransferability of permit: A permit issued hereunder shall be nontransferable. It is
unlawful to keep, harbor, maintain, possess, or otherwise control any extended
horticulture garden on property that is not identified on the permit.
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Upon termination of a permit, the applicant shall remove all associated structures utilized for the Managed
Natural Landscape area and restore the grounds to reflect the adjacent yard area.
CERTIFICATION BY PETITIONER(S)
I (we) hereby certify that I (we) have a legal interest in the hereinabove described property and that all
information given herein is true and a statement of fact.
Signature:
Printed Name:
Address:
Phone No.:
E-mail Address:

CERTIFICATION BY OWNER(S)
I (we) hereby certify that I (we) have a legal interest in the hereinabove described property and that all
information given herein is true and a statement of fact.
Signature:
Printed Name(s):
Address:
Phone No.:

City of Olivette
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MANAGED NATURAL LANDSCAPE CONSIDERATIONS
Designing a Natural Landscape "Garden".
One of the best ways to win approval and keep your neighbors happy is to design your lawn alternative as
an easily recognized "garden" that looks intentional, not unkempt. People like order, purpose, and tidiness.
The following strategies can help your landscape look "tended":
Use borders
A border can be a mowed edge or "setback", a hedge, a fence, an edge of low plants, or a path of stone or
woodchips. The border acts as a buffer, keeping plants from obstructing sight lines or "flopping" onto your
neighbor's lawn, the sidewalk, or the street. It also acts as a frame, adding to the tended look of the
landscape.
Use curved lines for borders, if possible
The human eye enjoys, and responds positively to, curved lines; natural areas tend toward curves.
Start small
Changing your entire yard in one fell swoop may alarm the neighbors and outrun your learning curve! Start
by having a small wildflower garden or re-creating the native forest understory under your trees. Expand
gradually, imitating nature's processes of gradual succession, rather than sudden takeover.
Determine your site conditions and match them with appropriate plants
Attempting to plant a sun-loving meadow under trees where a forest understory is more appropriate will be
frustrating, probably unsuccessful, and the result unattractive. Rather than fighting to overcome a wet or a
shady area, find plants that will thrive in those conditions.
Use native plants wherever possible
Some ornamentals, though once highly recommended, have proved to be highly aggressive and displace
native species. Invasive nonnatives have spread to become serious problems in nature centers and parks.
The Federal Interagency Committee for the Management of Noxious and Invasive Weeds estimates that
the total economic impact of invasives on the U.S. economy equals or exceeds $13 billion per year! Also,
nonnative species generally have less wildlife value.
Manage invasives
Be alert for the species on state and local Noxious Weed Control Lists, and remove them promptly. Your
neighbors will not welcome these invasive plants into their property. A properly managed, well-established
wildflower meadow will need to be mowed once a year, at the appropriate time, to discourage invasives.
Hand-pulling, mechanical removal, and trimming may be needed to control some species. The leastpreferred method, use of herbicides, may be indicated in some cases.
Humanize
Human elements are welcoming and invite the viewer into the landscape. Options are paths, benches, bird
feeders, bird baths, sundials, gazing balls, artifacts like an old farm tool, or ornamental statues. They add
to the perception that the landscape is planned and not untended.
Advertise
Signage to inform passersby of your project can be placed on your property before, during, and after the
landscaping project (see list of lawn sign sources below).
Certify your landscape as a wildlife habitat with a local or national conservation organization
The certifying organization may then provide you with either a certificate or a sign for public display.
Share your enthusiasm with your neighbors
Draw a map of your natural landscapes and making it available in a brochure box in your yard. You might
even include a listing of the plants you used and where you got them.
Respect your neighbors' rights
Just as you have a right to a natural landscape, your neighbor has a right to turf. Being self-righteous does
not win converts!
City of Olivette
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