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CITY CENTER
DEDICATION
On April 22nd, Olivette
residents and business
owners had their first
opportunity to see the new
home of Olivette Police,
Fire, Planning and
Administration. An
estimated 500 people
toured the new City Center.
See page 2 for more details.

Cover Story Continued from pg. 1
The young, and young at heart,
interacted with the new space, as
city departments offered hands-on
activities. Participants took
fingerprints, secured evidence,
served as judge, drove the
firetrucks, handled a jackhammer,
wrote a resolution, and got paid
with Olivette bucks! The
community art mosaic project was
unveiled at the opening.
The building incorporates modern
technology used to insure the
safety of our first responders and
citizens. The Police Department’s
updated detention, evidence and
interview areas allow for full
integration of policing best
practices. The Fire Department
features multifunctional apparatus
bays, a modern training tower and
mezzanine, and improved living
areas. The Planning and
Community Development
Department has also moved in to
the new facility, enhancing
coordination between departments.
United Construction served as the
general contractor. Archimages
was the project architect. PARIC
and Navigate Solutions served as
owner’s representative.
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Mayor & Chairman Pro-Tem
At the April 25, 2017 City Council Meeting, J. Gregory (Greg) Carl
and Maxine Weil took oaths of office as Council Members for the
City of Olivette, with terms ending in April 2020. Council Member
Carl was elected by the City Council to serve as Mayor of the City of
Olivette for 2017-2018; Council Member Weil was elected Chairman
Pro-Tem.

The City submitted a proposal for consideration of planning assistance for the
Olive Boulevard corridor, through the Great Streets Initiative. The Great Streets
Initiative was developed by the East West Gateway Council of Governments to
encourage communities to look at streets as a form of public space, not just a
means to move cars.
“Rather than viewing a roadway project as solely a way to move more
cars and trucks faster, the goal of the St. Louis Great Streets Initiative is
to trigger economic and social benefits by centering communities
around interesting, lively and attractive streets that serve all modes of
transportation.”
Olive Boulevard, known as Highway 340, is a state highway extending from
the western city limits of St. Louis to Chesterfield. Just within Olivette, there
are nearly 32,000 vehicles traveling throughout the day. With the exception of
Page Avenue, Olive Boulevard carries more vehicles than similar sections of
St. Charles Rock Road and Manchester Avenue.
Several communities along the Olive Boulevard corridor submitted applications
in hopes of reinventing Olive to more than just a highway. The Council of
Governments, however, determined that Olive Boulevard would not be
selected for assistance at this time. In response to Olivette's application, it was
noted:
“The time and attention given to the application was apparent…The history of
the area, the recent and planned investments in the community, and the
potential for additional planning and investment to fortify existing
neighborhoods is impressive. However, given the strong competition, the Olive
Boulevard corridor is not recommended to advance as a demonstration project
at this time.”
While a setback, the City is committed to rejuvenate the Olive Boulevard corridor to serve as a central community
and regional destination. The City's Strategic Plan embraces a vision for the Olive Boulevard corridor, referred to
as Dynamic Sense of Place. The fundamental objective of which is to harness the history and significance of Olive
Boulevard, and create a thoroughfare within the community with a sense of arrival.
The City will continue to implement the Strategic Plan, conduct a traffic management study, and prepare revisions
to the streetscape design standards. A joint ad hoc committee of members of the Economic Development and
Planning and Community Design Commissions has been established. Keep informed of activities and updates
throughout this summer on the City's website.
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Chief Knox Travels with Area
Police Commanders to Israel
«

Police executives from six
regional police departments
recently returned from an
educational expedition to study
counter-terrorism efforts in
Israel. They participated in the
first Western States/St. Louis
Counter-Terrorism Seminar in
Israel with police colleagues
from California, Nevada and
Arizona.
Included in the mission were
Clayton Police Chief Kevin
Murphy, Creve Coeur Police
Chief Glenn Eidman, Florissant
Police Chief Tim Lowery,
Frontenac Police Chief Tom
Becker, Olivette Police Chief
Rick Knox and Chuck Thal, a
member of ADL’s regional
advisory board and Major with
the St. Ann Police Department.
From March 19 - 28, the
commanders experienced
Israel from the high-tech city of
Tel Aviv to the Old City of

Jerusalem to the towns of
Bethlehem and Nazareth, from
the West Bank to the Golan
Heights. The group also visited
Yad Vashem, Israel’s national
Holocaust memorial museum.
They heard first hand from
Arab-Israelis, IDF
commanders, a survivor of a
suicide bomb bus attack,
residents of a kibbutz on the
Gaza border, police experts
and scholars including
representatives of the Israel
National Police, the Israel
Defense Forces and in
Bethlehem, the Palestinian
Police Authority.
“It is a privilege to bring police
executives from the U.S. to
Israel to study how law
enforcement operates in that
society, to learn how they
confront the challenges of
terrorism first-hand, and
understand beyond media
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stereotypes about Israel and the
unique space in which she
resides,” said ADL regional director
Karen Aroesty. “For them to
encounter day-to-day police
responsibilities and learn from
academics and police officials on
the ground, and to understand how
that can impact the work in their
own departments, is one of the
most profound experiences of a
professional police career.”
The returning police chiefs are
sharing their experience with city
Council Members, ADL allies and
law enforcement and community
partners. The trip was made
possible by private funding.

Coffee with the Mayor
June 28

8:00 AM

July 26

5:30 PM

August 30

7:00 PM

City Center, 1140 Dielman Rd

Olivette Police Department Pursues CALEA Accreditation
In 2007, the Olivette Police Department began the process of pursuing certification through the Missouri Police
Chiefs Association. The Police Department has been certified since 2010, addressing and meeting over 200
standards of compliance that run the gamut of operations from vehicular pursuits and prisoner processing, to
budgeting and capital improvement plans. In addition to the Missouri Police Chiefs certification, the Commission
on Accreditation of Law Enforcement Agencies (CALEA), has been accrediting police departments internationally
since 1979.
Earlier this year, the Olivette City Council, City Manager and Chief of Police, agreed that the Police Department
should work toward achieving accreditation through the CALEA program. Having been re-certified by the Missouri
Police Chiefs Association in December 2016, the Police Department will maintain that certification, until it receives
accreditation from CALEA. The decision to pursue CALEA was based on several factors. CALEA has been, and
continues to be, the gold standard in accreditation, and provides exceptional leadership, software and regional
representatives to assist agencies in completing the process. Funding for this credentialing process comes from
the general fund, a recently awarded grant through CALEA Agency Support Program (CASP), and the City’s
insurance carrier.
Achieving CALEA accreditation will require continued hard work and dedication from all of the members of the
Police Department. It will be another exciting journey as the City continues to move forward. For more information
on CALEA, visit www.CALEA.org.
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Building Permits & Summertime Improvements
The hot days of summer are upon
us once again. For most residents,
the summer is scheduled with
various events, whether weekend
to week long vacations, or to finally
devoting time to the delayed jobs
around the house that were put off
during winter.
WHAT’S A BUILDING PERMIT?
A building permit gives you legal
permission to start construction of
a building project in accordance
with approved drawings and
specifications. The primary intent
of the permitting system is to
protect you, your family, and your
home investment. Through the
permitting process, the City also
provides assurance to neighboring
property owners, neighborhoods,
and the City, that commonly
accepted safety standards are
followed.

WHEN DO YOU NEED A
PERMIT?
The best way to find out a permit is
needed is to call the Building
Inspections division at (314) 9930252. Discuss your plans with one
of our building inspectors before
beginning construction to
determine whether you need a
permit. Even if a permit is not
needed, our staff can answer
construction questions and may
provide valuable advice.

PERMITS ARE USUALLY
REQUIRED FOR THE
FOLLOWING:

• New buildings • Additions
(bedrooms, bathrooms, family
rooms, etc.) • Residential work,
including repair and replacement of
(decks, garages, fences, fireplaces,
pools, water heaters, etc.) •
Renovations (garage conversions,

basement furnishings, kitchen
expansions, reroofing, etc.) •
Electrical systems • Plumbing
systems • HVAC (heating,
ventilating, and air-conditioning)
systems.

WELCOME NEW BUSINESSES
For the first quarter of the year, Olivette became home to 7 new businesses.
This quarter, the Dielman Rock Island Industrial Park was the most active industrial park. Dielman Rock Island
Industrial consists of 15 acres along the City's northern border, housing nearly 190,000 square feet of primarily
office and warehouse space, and 314 employees.
New tenants to Dielman Rock Island include Gabbit (telecommunications provider), Onepath Systems
(building equipment contractors), Stage 2 Sell (realty furnishings), and Worldwide Environmental
Products (manufacturer of automotive emissions and safety inspection equipment).
Other occupancies include:

» The Warson Group administrative offices at 9200 Olive Boulevard, Ste. 222.
» Poppies Design Studio, a wedding and special events floral designer, at 10405 Baur Boulevard, Ste. F.
A full list of Olivette businesses can be accessed via the City’s website under the Department of Planning and
Community Development.
www.OlivetteMO.com » Follow us on FaceBook @ City of Olivette, MO » July 2017

Former City Hall Site
The former City Hall grounds at 9473 Olive Boulevard have been
designated a redevelopment area. On April 18th, the City Council
authorized the release of a Request for Proposals (RFP) for the former City
Hall property and the two property owners west of the site. Referred to as
the City Center Redevelopment Project, the combined area totals 2.9 acres
along Olive Boulevard.
Reflecting the goals of the Olivette Strategic Plan, a primary goal is to
initiate development of a “town center with community amenities and mixed
use developments”. The RFP encourages development with a density that
would take advantage of the central location within Olivette and along
Olive . In addition, development proposals should:
» Promote building design that is human-scaled and addresses the street.
» Incorporate attractive landscaping and streetscape elements.
» Improve connectivity and access along Olive Boulevard and surrounding
properties including pedestrian and bicycle movement.
The City will consider requests for the use of public fiscal incentives, but
only in support of the
achievement of its
objective of a high-quality
attractive mixed-use
product that creates a
center of activity along
Olive Boulevard.

»
»
»

Proposals are due June
15th.

SAVE THE DATE!

»

AUGUST 19, 2017 (9:00 AM - NOON)
CITY WIDE E-CYCLE EVENT
The City of Olivette will host a document shredding, electronics
recycling, and medication take-back event. The event will be
held on the parking lot of the Olivette City Center located at 1140
Dielman Rd., Olivette, MO 63132. Some fees may apply to
electronics recycling. Check out the City’s website for more information.
www.OlivetteMO.com » Follow us on FaceBook @ City of Olivette, MO » July 2017

CDBG Funds 2018
The City Council will hold a
public hearing to discuss the
allocation of $20,000.00 in
Community Development Block
Grant (CDBG) funds. The public
hearing will be held at the
Council’s regular meeting on
June 13, 2017, at 7:00 PM in
the Chambers at the Olivette
City Center.
The Community Development
Block Grant program is a federal
program administered by the
Department of Housing and
Urban Development (HUD). St.
Louis County receives CDBG
funds directly from HUD and
distributes much of the annual
allocation to municipalities and
nonprofits. There are three
broad objectives for which funds
may be used: 1) benefit low and
moderate income persons 2)
prevent or eliminate slums or
blight 3) address community
development needs.
For the past several years,
Olivette has used the funding to
remove mobility/accessibility
barriers – specifically we have
made sidewalk transition
wheelchair accessible. At the
June 13 meeting, staff will
discuss with Council if the City
will continue this work or utilize
funds for other allowed uses.
Public input is encouraged.

39 North – AgTech Innovation District
39-North is a 600 acre AgTech innovation district, anchored by Danforth Plant Science
Center, Bio Research & Development Growth (BRDG) Park, Monsanto, and Helix Center
Biotech Incubator.
AgTech is a broad industry including companies that focus on agricultural production and
processing, the delivery and development of pharmaceuticals and medical devices, and
research and development laboratories. The St. Louis region has the highest concentration
of plant science PhD’s in the world – over 750. Overall employment for the industry in the
region is over 15,000 people. In addition, agtech relies on many related fields, such as
information technology, marketing, and facility maintenance just to name a few.
In December County Executive Steve Stenger introduced 39 North as:
…an innovation district designed to appeal to the world’s brightest minds. It
will be a district that is walkable, bikeable and vibrant. Where common
space, trails, and gardens encourage “collision” and collaboration. An
expansive place of mind and spirit that feels urban and alive, yet embraces
the suburban openness and green space synonymous with Ag Tech.

While 39-North is wholly located in the City of Creve Coeur, Olivette has much to gain and
contribute to this new district. A successful innovative district, such as 39 North, can help
secure for the region continued job creation and sustainable economic growth. But
success must be planned.
In 2015, the St. Louis Economic Development Partnership was awarded a $500,000
federal planning grant to spearhead the planning process. The 39 North Master Plan was
released early this year. (www.PlantScienceMasterPlan.com) The plan looks at
transportation infrastructure, open space and public areas, and development of both work
space and residential living.
This April, a $400,000 grant was awarded by the Great River Greenways for a greenway
connection between Monsanto and the Helix Center. In addition, MODoT has applied for,
and is on the recommended list for federal funding, to recreate the Olive and Lindbergh
intersection.
The 39 North District proposes many opportunities and
some challenges to the City of Olivette. Staff and City
Council members have been involved in discussions
with the St. Louis Economic Development Partnership
and Danforth personnel over the past 12-months. We
will continue our involvement, and hope Olivette
residents also stay informed, as the District begins
implementation of its plan.
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We Need …...You!
Do you want to be more involved with your local government?
Do you want to do something that is satisfying and of great
service to your community? Consider applying for one of our
Boards or Commissions!
More than 70 citizens serve on the various boards, commission, and
committees of the City of Olivette. Members of these groups are citizens
who volunteer their time towards the betterment of the City. Joining a
board or commission is a wonderful way to get involved in your
community and ensure that the City of Olivette continues to grow and
thrive. Openings are available on many of the boards and commissions, as
noted below.
Economic Development Commission

2 positions (3 year terms)

Planning & Community Design Commission

2 positions (4 year terms)

Board of Trustees for Retirement Plan

2 positions (3 year terms)

Parks & Recreation Commission

1 position (3 year term)

Zoning Board of Adjustment

1 position (5 year term)
1 alt. position (2 year term)

Personnel Board of Appeals

1 position (3 year term)

Save the Date!
Olivette
Night Out
An event held each summer to
provide residents with the
opportunity to get to know their
neighbors, Police and Fire
Departments, and City Officials.

Tuesday, June 20th
Registration forms are available
on the City’s website at: http://
www.olivettemo.com/439/
Olivette-Night-Out
Or contact Sgt. Ranile Robins,
(314) 993-5250,
rrobins@olivettemo.com
For more information.

1 vacancy (2 year term)

Land Clearance/Housing Authority

1 vacancy (4 year term)
“tenant member”

For more information regarding the roles and responsibilities of the various
Boards and Commissions, please visit our website at http://
www.olivettemo.com/223/Boards-Commissions.
Applications will only be accepted through the City website, using the
standard application form at: hps://nyurl.com/CoOCommiee.
Deadline to submit an application is 5:00 PM, June 12, 2017.
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Spring Festivities Recap

»

Oh My Gosh Josh and Circus Kaput
rolled into the Olivette Community
Center March 20-24 for spring
break camp. Along with thrills, chills
and belly splitting laughter, campers
were introduced to juggling,
balancing, tumbling, stilt walking,
unicycle, comedy skits and low
trapeze. The week culminated with
campers showcasing their new
found skills in a performance for
family and friends.

»

OMG! Circus Camp

Opening Day

»

»

»

Soggy weather didn’t dampen spirits
at the Opening Day Celebration for
Olivette Baseball on Sunday, March
26. Following the Parade of Teams,
Olivette resident and fifth-grader
Morgan Taylor sang the National
Anthem, and Fred Bird led the
crowd in singing “Take Me Out to
the Ball Game”, before throwing out
the first pitch. Following the
ceremony, players and families
enjoyed music, a homerun derby,
popcorn, face-painting, & balloon
twisting.
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Parks Master Plan
The Olivette park system encompasses
120 acres of parks, trails and open
space. These well-loved parks and their
athletic fields, playgrounds, trails and
pavilions are showing their age and repairs
are needed! The City is embarking on a
system-wide plan to prioritize demands
and opportunities before undertaking any
renovations. This is where you come in!
Input from our park users is vital in shaping
the 10 year plan. In addition to public
meetings, City staff and Parks and
Recreation Commissioners will be reaching
out to residents at events this summer
asking for your opinions and
recommendations. Don’t be shy! After
gathering input, an initial plan will be
shared with residents for feedback before
finalization.

2017 Fall Soccer Now Registering!
TeamSideLine.com/OlivetteMO

Parks & Recreation Field Notes:

In addition to serving as a strategic action
plan, the Master Plan will incorporate
energy efficiency strategies, environmental
remediation opportunities and invasive
species control measures. We value our
parks and look forward to improving
them to better serve the entire
community.
Due to their hardiness and longer root systems, the Metropolitan St Louis Sewer
District requires using native plants in municipal storm water retention projects. Their
root systems are significantly longer than introduced plants, which helps rainwater
penetrate deeper into the soil that in turn reduces water run off during storms. This
also helps improve the overall water quality of streams and underground water.
Once established, native plants require less care and watering and provide food and
shelter for birds, butterflies and other pollinators. The new Olivette City Center water
retention basins have a diverse native plant landscape plan that is being installed in
phases. Each season will reveal new blooms and changing colors.
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Movies in Our Parks

JUN 23

Star Wars: Rogue One

Irv Zeid Citizens Park

JUL 7

Lego Batman

Villa Park

JUL 16

Sing indoor 2PM

Community Center

AUG 25

Beauty & the Beast

Indian Meadows Park

Bring your lawn chairs, dinner and beverages for a low-key
evening in the park! All movies begin at DUSK; except Sing 2 PM.
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